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3. Description of Intended Section 4(f) Resource Use 

 

a) Type and Acres of Impact: 0.852 acres 

i. Fee-Simple (Proposed ROW) Acquisition: 0.15 acres for roadway widening to 

add a left turn lane on IL 43 to access the Northbrook Junior High School and 

Meadowhill Park as well as residences to the west, re-grading front slopes 

along the west side of Illinois Route 43 south of Maple Avenue, and ADA 

curb ramp improvement at the southwest corner of Maple Avenue. This 

portion of the Meadowhill Park, consists mostly of grass, bushes and trees, 

will be used to re-grade the front slope to match the existing condition with an 

acceptable recovery slope for future maintenance needs.  

ii. Permanent Easement: 0.702 acres for installation and future maintenance of 

the proposed shared-use path along the west side of Illinois Route 43 south of 

Maple Avenue, as requested by the Village of Northbrook. This portion of 

MeadowHill Park consist of grass.  

 

b) Existing Function of Impacted Areas: The impacted areas are located adjacent 

to Illinois Route 43 south of Maple Avenue, away from recreational facilities and 

amenities. The impacted area is landscaped with trees and shrubs and functions as 

frontage to the remaining part of the park and buffers the property from the 

adjacent roadway.  

 

c) Description of the relationship of the impacted area to the Section 4(f) 

function and significance of the resource: The proposed installation of a shared-

use path on the Park’s property will enhance the recreational and public features 

of the MeadowHill Park facility by providing additional access and recreational 

facilities for bicycles and pedestrians.  
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4. Description of Efforts to Avoid, Minimize, and Mitigate or Enhance the 

Resource 

 

a. Avoidance and minimization efforts made and benefits to resource: 

Implementation of the proposed improvements will have impacts to MeadowHill 

Park property within the project limits. These impacts are unavoidable due to the 

topography in the area. Several alternatives were evaluated to minimize impacts.  

 

No Action: 

The No Action alternative while addressing the need to eliminate loss of 4(f) land 

is not feasible or prudent since it would not address the existing safety hazards 

and operational deficiencies at the intersection. If the intersection of Illinois Route 

43 at Maple Avenue remains in its current configuration, the frequency of crashes 

at the intersection is anticipated to worsen with time as traffic volumes increase. 

Not providing the shared-use path would avoid temporary impacts to the resource 

but it would not provide improved access to the facility by bicycles and 

pedestrians in the community.  

 

Improve the Roadway without utilizing adjacent Section 4(f) Land: 

It is not feasible to construct the proposed improvement at the intersection of 

Illinois Route 43 at Maple Avenue without impacting Meadowhill Park property. 

The intersection is at  60-degree skewed angle and is surrounded by MeadowHill 

Park property at the southwest quadrant. The use of MeadowHill Park land is 

necessary to accommodate the roadway widening for the proposed left turn and 

the installation of 10-foot sidepath. The improvements are required to address 

safety, mobility, and operational problems at the intersection. Shifting the 

roadway east, away from the MeadowHill Park, would impact numerous 

residential properties, provide a substandard roadway alignment and not provide 

public access to the park by bicycle or walking. 

 

Alternatives of the proposed improvement: The proposed improvement includes a 

new northbound left-turn lane along IL 43 adjacent to the public park and the 

installation of a 10-ft shared-use path along the west side of IL 43 from Maple 

Avenue to north of Voltz Road. 

 

b. Commitments for Mitigation or Enhancement:  

The impacted areas contain 10 trees on MeadowHill Park property that are 

proposed to be removed, which will be replaced according to Department Policy 

D&E-18 Preservation and Replacement of Trees. Tree replacement provides an 

opportunity to replant trees that will enhance the quality of the park. A 
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landscaping plan will be prepared during Phase II, which can be coordinated with 

Northbrook Park District. 

 

The Department will contact Northbrook Park District prior to the start of 

construction to inform them of the initiation of construction activities near their 

properties. A commitment will be included in the project report as follows: “The 

Construction Resident Engineer will contact Northbrook Park District prior to the 

start of construction to inform them of the initiation of construction activities near 

their properties.” 

 

 

5. Evidence of Opportunity for Public Review and Comment: 

 

a. Type of public availability: The public was afforded the opportunity to review 

and comment on the effects of the project on District property as advertised on 

Daily Herald from September 14th to October 5th, 2022, and Northbrook Star 

from September 15 to October 6th, 2022. The comments period was from 

September 14th to October 14th, 2022. The Section 4(f) documentation was 

available for public viewing during the comment period at the Department (201 

W. Center Court, Schaumburg, IL 60196). The documentation was also available 

for review on the Department’s website at https://idot.illinois.gov/transportation-

system/environment/index . Comments could be made by e-mail through the 

Department’s website by clicking on the link above.  

 

b. Summary of Comments: No public comments regarding the Section 4(f) 

properties were received.  

 

 

6. Evidence of Coordination with Official(s) with Jurisdiction (OWJ) 

 

The following evidence of coordination is found in Appendix B:  

a. December 9, 2021  - Coordination meeting with IDOT, Northbrook Park 

District, Village of Northbrook and Northbrook Junior Highschool  

b. October 29, 2019 – Northbrook Park District response letter to IDOT initial 

coordination letter dated October 3, 2019 

c. October 3, 2019 – IDOT initial coordination letter to Northbrook Park District 
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7. Supporting Documentation  

 

Appendix A- Exhibits 

 

a. Project Location Map (Exhibit 1). 

b. Aerial View (Exhibit 2) 

c. Section 4(f) Impact Exhibit (Exhibit 3) 

d. Proposed Improvements 

 

Appendix B – Coordination 

 

Appendix C – Public Review 
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